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AMENDMENT 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In reply to the December 26, 2002 Office Action, please amend the above-identified 
application as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claims 3-6, 10-12 and 18-24 without prejudice to or disclaimer of the 
subject matter contained therein. 

Please replace claims 1, 2, 7-9, 13-17, 25 and 26 as follows: 
Q^^^ (Twice Amended) An isolated polynucleotide, comprising a nucleic acid 
having a nucleotide sequence selected fi-om the group consisting of: ^ fSl-A^^ 




a* 



(i) sequences SEQ ID NO: 4,[sEQ ID Ng£2)SEQ ID NQT^^SEQ ID NO^^SEQ g. 

ID NO: 16, SEQ ID NO: 21, SEQ ID NO: 30 and SEQ ID NO: 31; S 3 

(ii) sequences c ompleme ntary to s equences (i) ; and 

(iii) sequences having, for every series of 100 contiguous monomers, at least 50% 
identity v^ith sequences (i) or (ii). 
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RETROVIRAL NUCLEIC MATERIAL AND NUCLEOTIDE FRAGMENTS, IN PARTICULAR 
ASSOCL\TED WITH MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS AND/OR RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS, FOR 
DIAGNOSTIC, PROPHYLACTIC AND THERAPEUTIC USES 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is an Amendment in the above-identified application. 
Entitlement to small entity status is hereby asserted. 
Small entity status of this application has been established. 
The filing fee has been calculated as shown below: 
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$ 432.00 
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$ 432.00 



If the entry in Column 1 is less than the entry in Column 2, write "0" in Column 3. 

If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, write "20" in this space. 

If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, write "3" in this space. 

The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" in this space (Total or Independent) is the highest number found from 
the equivalent box in Column 1 of a prior Amendment or the number of claims originally filed. 

Check No. 143563 in the amount of $432110 is attached. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
other fees that may be required to complete this filing, or to credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account 
No. 15-0461. Two duplicate copies of this sheet are attached. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William P. Berridge 
Registration No. 30,024 

H. James Voeller 
Registration No. 48,015 
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